
ROMAN WAY FIRST SCHOOL  

SEPTEMBER OPENING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

 

You will be aware that the Government has now announced further guidance to enable the full re-

opening of schools to all children from September 2020.  This information is intended to give you an 

outline of how we intend to meet this guidance in order to welcome all children back to as safe an 

environment as possible. 

Please note that these plans are subject to change for any of the following reasons:  

• The Government guidance changes 

• If our ongoing risk assessment reviews show a need to amend what we are doing 

RETURN DATES 

Date  

Tues 1st September TED day to include Staff Health and Safety training and final site 
preparations 

Weds 2nd September TED day 
 

Thurs 3rd September Years 1,2, 3 and 4  
Induction starts for Reception 
 

Monday 7th September Reception and Nursery start 
(New nursery may be starting later during the week please refer to your 
induction information) 

 

PUPIL GROUPS 

The guidance is clear that one of the biggest protective measures is in the grouping of children and 

minimising the number of contacts between different groups of children.  To achieve this, we will 

group the children as follows: 

• Year group bubbles for Nursery, Reception and Year 1, Year 2 and Year 4. This will allow us to 

still provide the breadth of curriculum through the delivery of continuous provision (learning 

through play). 

• Class bubble for Year 3  

The government is clear in the guidance which states “we recognise that younger children will 

not be able to maintain social distancing, and it is acceptable for them not to distance within 

their group”.  Whilst we will encourage distancing, particularly physical contact, the focus will be 

on a hierarchy of infection control measures that include: 

• Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms – any child displaying any symptoms at home 

must not be sent into school and any child with symptoms in school will be isolated and 

sent straight home 

• Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practice 

• Regular cleaning of settings 

• Minimising contact and mixing of pupils 



Pupils will be expected to respect hygiene and social distancing guidance and this will be reinforced 

during the school day. In the case of deliberate instances of a pupil risking the health, safety and 

wellbeing of others (e.g. deliberate spitting), we have amended our behaviour policy to reflect this 

and it now states: 

'Any pupil who commits serious or persistent breach of the new COVID-19 protection rules may be 

sanctioned by the Head of School using the full range of sanctions available.’ 

ARRIVING AND LEAVING SCHOOL 

Schools are advised to consider the organisation of the school day, especially in terms of busy times 

such as the start and end of the school day.  We will be implementing a one-way system. 

 Arrival Route Departure Route 

Entrance Colts Lane/KS2 entrance KS1 exit or across the field 

End of school Colts Lane/KS2 entrance KS1 exit or across the field 

 

There will be staff located near the gates to ensure the smooth running of this system.  It will be 

important that you keep your distance from the family in front and also do this on your journey to 

and from school.  

We will continue to enforce the Government guidance where only one parent should drop off and 

collect children.  

School start and end times will remain as usual for children at Roman Way 8:40am-3:00pm. Children 

may come into school from 8.30. Children must be dropped off at their classroom door.  Classroom 

doors will remain open until 8:45 am at which point the child would then be marked as late and enter 

through the office.  

It is really important that you do not arrive on site before 8:30am or 3:00pm as children need to be 

dropped off/collected and parents to leave immediately.  There can be no playing or socialising on 

the playground before or after school for children or adults.  We ask that all adults observe social 

distancing whilst on the school site.  

Parents will not be able to enter the school building with their child. All children will need leaving 

at the classroom door.   

ATTENDANCE 

In March 2020, it was made clear to parents that no action or penalty would be issued nor would 

they be sanctioned for non-attendance. 

Now the circumstances have changed and the Government states that it is vital for all children to 

return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic on the 

children’s attendance, well-being and wider development. 

Normal school attendance rules will apply: 

• Parents’ duty to ensure that their child attends regularly  

• Schools are responsible for recording attendance and following up attendance  

• Sanctions, including fixed-penalty notices will now be issued again if required 



ABSENCE 

If your child, or someone in your household, becomes symptomatic, you must follow self-isolation 

protocols. If you believe your child has any symptoms, do not send them into school and book a test.  

For all other illnesses, for example, vomiting and diarrhoea which need 48hrs from school, please 

contact the school office as usual.   

We will be recording and reporting on our attendance to the Governing Body from the start of the 

new term. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE IS A CONFRIED CASE OF COVID-19? 

If a child or a member of staff become ill, we will ask them to go home and book a test.  

• If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – 
in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other members 
of their household can stop self-isolating. 
 

• if someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at 
least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have 
symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia 
can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when 
they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their 
temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating 
for the full 14 days. 

 

If the child has siblings in another year group, they will also have to isolate at home    

If we are informed that there is a positive case, we will close the bubble that the child or member of 

staff is in for a 14-day period. If you or your child become symptomatic in that time, then you should 

book a test.  

If there are more than 2 confirmed cases in a two-week period, then this could result in a mobile 

testing unit arriving at the school.  

 

FALLING ILL ON SITE 

When a child is waiting collection if they have fallen ill during the school day, the staff have been 

trained to: 

• Take the child into the isolation room and close the door  

• Wear the full PPE (gloves, mask, apron and visor)  

• Reassure the child  

• Open the window for ventilation  

• Sit 2m away if possible 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


• If the child needs the toilet, take them to the allocated toilet  

• Everyone must wash hand for full 20 seconds with soap and running water  

• The first-aider will take a temperature 

TESTING 

If a child becomes ill, they and their family are eligible for testing. This means that if you are showing 

any signs of COVID-19 (between days 1-3) you will be able to book a test.  

You should do this though the Government. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-

getting-tested. 

If you are feeling ill, it is very important that you follow the self-isolation protocol until you receive 

your results. If you are concerned at any point, you should call 111. 

LOCAL OUTBREAKS 

If the Government enforce a local lockdown, we will have no other choice but to comply. In the event 

of this happening, the school will switch back to remote Home Learning.  

We are very fortunate that this is already in place for you and your children and we are currently 

working on a plan to develop this further.  

LUNCHTIMES AND SCHOOL MEALS 

Both the hall and classrooms will be used for eating.  No more than 2 bubbles will share a large space 

such as the hall and the area will be zoned with children only sitting with others from their bubble. 

Children will also only play outside with children from their bubble, again using zoned areas.   

Children will have the choice of bringing a packed lunch from home or ordering a school meal in the 

normal way. The catering company will be able to offer both hot and cold options as previously.  

Children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 remain entitled to Universal Free school meals and can therefore 

order these at no charge.  Children entitled to Free School Meals will also continue to order at no 

charge.   

If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals, please 

contact the office.  Registering for Free School Meals brings additional funding to the school for your 

child’s curriculum provision.  

MILK AND FRUIT 

If you would like your child to receive milk each day, this needs to be ordered directly with our milk 

provider ‘Cool Milk’.  You can access this website by following this link. www.coolmilk.com if you are 

unable to access the website, we have paper application forms available from the school office that 

you can complete and send in the post. Milk is free for under 5’s and anyone receiving income based 

free school meals. 

Usually the Government Fruit Scheme provides free fruit for all children in Nursery, Reception, Years 

1 and 2.  There has been no confirmation as to whether this scheme will be able to continue in 

September and therefore we ask that you send your child with a piece of fruit from home for break 

time.  This applies to children in all year groups.  We will keep you informed should the Government 

Fruit Scheme be reinstated.  

http://www.coolmilk.com/


UNIFORM AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS 

We are asking all children to wear school uniform (grey trousers or skirt, black school shoes, white 

polo shirt and a royal blue jumper) 

• Uniforms do not need to be cleaned more often than usual 

• Uniform should be cleaned using normal cleaning methods and materials 

• Children will need a named PE Kit in school.  

• Children will need a named and filled water bottle in school every day. This will be sent home 

every day to be thoroughly washed with warm soapy water.  

• Children must not bring pencil cases or personal belongings into school such as toys or 

comforters.   

 

VISITORS 

We ask that visits to the school are kept to only those which are urgent or essential, for example 

collecting your child if they become ill. The school office will be staffed at all times and so the best 

way to contact us is by telephone or email.   Visits to the school will be by appointment only.  Parents 

will not be permitted to ‘drop in’ to the school office or to speak to a member of staff.  We aim to 

continue to support you and your child in the best way possible and clear communication is a large 

part of this.  Class email addresses remain a great way to stay in contact with your child’s class teacher 

over any concerns. Please do not hesitate in contacting the school in order to maintain these positive 

relationships.  

Any visitors who do come to school will be asked to wait outside the reception area until it is clear 

for them to enter and social distancing must be observed at all times. 

 

CURRICULUM 

We are aware that all children will have had different experiences over the last few months and that 

there will now be gaps in the children’s learning.  Our focus will be to close these gaps whilst retaining 

a broad and balanced curriculum that is engaging for all children and meets their individual needs.  

The full range of subjects will continue to be taught.  

IN THE CLASSROOM 

Any additional unnecessary furniture will be removed to give maximum space for the children and 

staff to move around safely.   

Children will have their own individual packs of regularly used resources such as pencils, colours, 

scissors, whiteboards and pens.  Children will have access to a wide range of other resources in the 

classroom to support their learning, which can be shared with children in their bubble.  These 

resources will be cleaned frequently.  No resources will be shared across bubbles without thorough 

cleaning.  

Handwashing will be prioritised when resources are in use.  



Reading books can still be taken home.  Any books taken home will go into quarantine for 72 hours 

on their return.  This will impact on the frequency of changing books, but we will provide you with 

information on additional reading activities that can take place at home to supplement home reading. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

It is more important than ever that we have up to date contact details for you in school for at least 2 

contacts so that we contact you quickly in an emergency.  With the possibility of further local 

lockdowns, it is also important that we have an email contact for all families.  Please keep the office 

informed of any changes.  

CLEANING 

Our team ensure that there is additional cleaning throughout the school day. Each classroom has a 

supply of cleaning materials for use during and between lessons.  Resources are also cleaned 

throughout the day. 

Tissues are available in each classroom to support Catch It, Bin It, Kill It and a separate bin for these 

tissues to be disposed of. 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

The government guidance states that wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other 

education settings is not recommended. PPE will be used by First Aiders when supporting any child 

or adult who presents with Covid-19 symptoms or when it would have otherwise been used (for 

example, when providing intimate personal care).  Staff working in a 1:1 situation with children for 

longer than 15 minutes may also use visors. 

If you choose to send your child to school wearing a face covering, please be aware that staff will not 

be responsible for ensuring that it is worn or be able to adjust it throughout the day. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

The Government recommends that public transport is only used if absolutely necessary. We would 

advise walking or cycling to school wherever possible.  If you have no other choice but to use public 

transport then please ensure that you as the adult, wear a face covering.  These are not mandatory 

for children under the age of 11.  

EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 

We appreciate that returning to school will be a big step for both your child and yourself and that 

there are many anxieties around how your child will cope with the changes in school as well as being 

away from you after such a long time together.  We aim to build in lots of opportunities for the 

children to discuss and explore their emotions and will endeavour to remind them of the fun they 

can have at school whilst learning.  Whilst staff will not be able to provide the physical contact that 

your child may have been used to previously, they will be there to offer the emotional support for 

your child.  Staff will have also had additional training around supporting children’s mental health 

and well-being prior to the children’s return.  

Please do contact school if you have any concerns regarding your child’s mental health and wellbeing 

or would like to discuss specific experiences that your child has encountered throughout this period.   

We are here to support you and your child in every way we can so that their return to school is as 

smooth as possible.  


